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Vulnerable Democrats push for local priorities | in budget 


DES MOINES, lowa (AP) — U.S. Rep. Cindy Axne of lowa 
was slow to get behind a $1 trillion infrastructure bill after 
the Senate passed It last month. It wasn't the price tag 
that tripped up the Democrat from a swing House district. 
It was that none of the money was targeted for a home 
state industry — ethanol and biodiesel. 

Axne set out to fix that. In the weeks since, she won assur- 
ances from congressional leaders that a separate multi- 
trillion-dollar budget blueprint would include money for 
the renewable fuels. She's now on board. 

Her biofuels bargain underscores the political strategy 
embedded in the negotiations over massive new federal 
spending. 

While Democrats have set out to pass ambitious bills with 
historic expansions of the social safety net and long- 
sought new programs, that's not how many politically 
vulnerable Democrats such as Axne are selling them at 
home. For them, Washington's soending boom has be- 
come a chance fo deliver the goods — and win head- 
lines and perhaps bipartisan support in their districts. 

“If she wants to get elected next time, this is her political 
bread and butter,” Ray Gaesser, a Republican farmer in 


Axne's district and past candidate for lowa secretary of 
agriculture, said about her work fo secure money for bio- 


“For my part, | appreciate her approach.” 
Continued on next page 


fuels. 
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In this Sept. 2, 2021, photo Rep. Cindy Axne, D-lowa, speaks about the Rural Reinvestment Task 
Force during a meeting with local officials in Indianola, lowa. 





Associated Press 


PAULA RIDERSTAP RICKY THOMAS —_ ANGELA FLORES 





















SINGER GUITAR VIOLINIST 
6:30 - 8:30pm 7-9pm 6:30 - 8:30pm 
Ser ccKin WATER'S EDGE 
9:00 - 11:00pm RESTAURANT & BAR 


= m 





—. se 
Nlivir gtoday.aw 


Happy Hour 
& Early Bird 5-7 


ke ASD RASTA RN 













French & 
World Cuisine 
in 
TropicalGarden “fj. 


Free Parking at} The Barcelo Hi Hotel : Ne c § 


MONDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2021 UP FRONT 





COVID-19 


Testing Center 


NAAT molecular (PCR): 






| Result in 30 minutes! | 
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PCR Test also available » 





Tel: (+297) 280-0630 


Locations: The Cove Mall (8:00 AM- 6:00 PM) Medcare near dougie by Marriott (8:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 





In this Sept. 2, 2021, photo Rep. Cindy Axne, D-lowa, speaks 
about the Rural Reinvestment Task Force during a meeting with 


local officials in Indianola, lowa. 
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Continued from Front 

Rep. Angie Craig of Min- 
nesota has taken a similar 
Tack. 

Craig, whose district in- 
cludes vast tracts of farm- 
land southeast of the Twin 
Cities, is promoting her 
role securing $2.5 billion for 
farmers and rural small busi- 
nesses to convert to renew- 
able energy sources and 
high efficiency equipment 
as a financial incentive to 
meet higher environmental 
standards. 

She tweeted on Friday that 
she was “thrilled that this 
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long-time priority of mine’ 
would be "supporting family 
farmers and driving invest- 
ment across rural America." 
In Virginia, Rep. Abigail 
Spanberger said she _ is 
chiefly focused on a mea- 
sure fo exempt her district's 
small-scale farmers and for- 
esters from an increase in 
the estate tax which Presi- 
dent Joe Biden has pro- 
posed to help pay for the 
$3.5 trillion bill. 

Though Spanberger's con- 
stituents are concentrated 
in suburban Richmond, the 
district stretches north and 
south across the rolling, ag- 
ricultural Piedmont and. its 
many dairy, vegetable and 
cattle farms and _ private 
forestland. 

"I've been very focused on 
making sure we're protect- 
ing small family farmers and 
foresters, certainly across 
central Virginia," Span- 
berger told The Associated 
Press. 

The lawmakers’ efforts are 
aimed aft assisting rural 
America, where Democrats 
have steadily lost votes 
over the past decade. The 
party is clear-eyed about 
needing to at least trim its 
losses in those areas, if they 
are to hold the congressio- 
nal seats — and control of 
the House in 2022. 
Democrats currently have 
a mere eight-seat major- 
ity. Republicans are target- 
ing roughly 30 House seats 
where Democrats won by 
fewer than 10 percentage 
points in 2020. Axne, Span- 
berger and Craig each 
won by no more than 2 per- 
centage points. 

"There's been a very delib- 
erate effort to think about 
those provisions in ways 
that would be beneficial 
to rural communities," said 
Democratic pollster Geoff 
Garin who is advising the 
party on the budget pack- 
age. 

Republicans argue that the 
size of the spending Dill will 
turn off rural voters in key 
districts, not attract sup- 


port. 

“Rural voters are incredibly 
concerned about the reck- 
less soending and massive 
tax hikes that will be includ- 
ed in Democrats’ reconcili- 
ation bill," said Mike Berg, a 
sookesman for the National 
Republican Congressional 
Committee. 

‘If Democrats think these 
voters’ concerns will be 
mollified by a few kick- 
backs from the’ federal 
government, they are sore- 
ly mistaken." 

The trillion-dollar infrastruc- 
ture bill — a plan for roads, 
bridges, public transit and 
broadband internet — 
passed the Democratic- 
controlled Senate with bi- 
partisan support last month. 
The House is expected the 
pass the bill, but ifs success 
is tiled to progress on the 
$3.5 trillion budget bill that 
includes extended child tax 
credits, expanded Medi- 
care coverage, tuition-free 
community college, and 
other social and environ- 
mental programs. 

Pelosi has set the ambitious 
goal of passing It by Oct. 1. 
Axne announced on 
Wednesday that the draft 
of the House budget bill 
would include $1 billion to 
expand retail availability 
of ethanol and biodiesel 
around the country. lowa 
leads the nation produc- 
ing ethanol, a corn-based 
fuel additive, and biodie- 
sel, commonly made from 
soybeans. The amount is 
double what Axne sought 
in a bill she had introduced 
in the House Agriculture 
Committee this year. 

The grants are expected To 
increase demand for the 
fuels nationally, sour output 
in lowa's 42 ethanol plants 
and biodiesel refineries, as 
well as boost the price of 
corn and soybeans for the 
farmers who supply them, 
according to lowa renew- 
able fuels advocates. 

It impacts the price of soy- 
beans by more than a dol- 
lar a bushel. LJ 
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Manchin favors trimming Biden budget plan by more than half 


By HOPE YEN 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
Democratic senator vital 
to the fate of President Joe 
Biden's $3.5 trillion plan for 
social and environmental 
soending said Sunday he 
won't support even half 
that amount or the ambi- 
tious timetable envisioned 
for passing If. 


The stand by Sen. Joe 
Manchin, D-W.Va., was 
described as unaccept- 


able by the chairman of 
the Senate Budget Com- 
mittee, who Is helping craft 
the measure. But Demo- 
crais have no votes fo 
soare if they want to enact 
Biden's massive "Build Back 
Better’ agenda, with the 
Senate split 50-50 and Vice 
President Kamala Harris the 
tiebreaker if there is no Re- 
oublican support. 

With congressional com- 
mittees working toward the 
target of Wednesday set 
by party leaders to have 
the bill drafted, Manchin 
made clear his view, in a 
series of television inter- 
views, that there was "no 
way’ Congress would meet 
the late September goal 
from House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., for passage. 
"| cannot support $3.5 tril- 
lion,” Manchin said, citing 





s 
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In this Aug. 5, 2021, file photo Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., prepares to chair a hearing in the 
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, as lawmakers work to advance the $1 trillion 
bipartisan bill, at the Capitol in Washington. 


in particular his opposition 
tO a4 proposed increase in 
the corporate tax rate from 
21% to 28% and vast new 
social spending. 

"We should be looking at 
everything, and we're not. 
We don't have the need to 
rush into this and get it done 
within one week because 
there's some deadline 


were meeting, or some- 
one's going to fall through 
the cracks," he said. 

Pressed repeatedly about 
a total he could support, 
Manchin said, "It's going 
to be $1, $1.5 (trillion)." He 
later suggested the range 
was based on a modest rise 
in the corporate tax rate to 
25%, a figure he believes 


Associated Press 


will keep the U.S. globally 
competitive. 

‘The numbers that they're 
wanting to pay for and the 
tax changes they want to 
make, is that competitive?" 
Manchin asked. "| believe 
theres some changes 
made that does not keep 
Us Compe}itive.’ 


But Vermont Sen. Bernie 


Sanders, who Is developing 
the budget bill, noted that 
he and other members of 
the liberal flank in Congress 
had initially urged an even 
more robust package of $6 
trilllon. 

‘| don't think its accept- 
able to the president, to 
the American people, or to 
the overwhelming majority 
of the people in the Dem- 
ocratic caucus,’ Sanders 
said. He added: "| believe 
we're going to all sit down 
and work together and 
come up with a $3.5 tril- 
lion reconciliation bill which 
deals with the enormously 
unmet needs of working 
families." 

The current blueprint pro- 
poses billions for rebuild- 
Ing infrastructure, tackling 
climate change and ex- 
panding or introducing a 
range of services, from free 
prekindergarten to dental, 
vision and hearing aid care 
for seniors. 

Manchin voted last month 
to approve a budget reso- 
lution that set the figure, 
though he and Sen. Kyrsten 
Sinema, D-Ariz., have ex- 
oressed reservations about 
the topline amount. All of it 
would be paid for with tax- 
es on corporations and the 
wealthy.L] 





Bush warns of domestic extremism, appeals to ‘nation | know’ 


By ZEKE MILLER 
SHANKSVILLE, Pa. (AP) — 
Warning that the nation 
was falling into division and 
extremism, former President 
George W. Bush appealed 
Saturday for a return to the 
soirit of cooperation that 
emerged — almost instan- 
taneously — after the 9/11 
attacks 20 years ago. 
Delivering the keynote ad- 
dress at the national me- 
morial to the victims of 
Flight 93, who forced down 
their airplane hijacked by 
al-Qaida terrorists before it 
could be used as a weap- 
on against the nation's 
capital, Bush warned of "vi- 
olence that gathers within." 
“There is little cultural over- 
lao between violent ex- 
tremists abroad and violent 
extremists at home," he 
said. "But in their disdain for 
pluralism, in their disregard 
for human life, in their deter- 


mination to defile national 
symbols, they are children 
of the same foul spirit. And 
it is OUr CONTINUINg duTy To 
confront them." 

Bush's warning came bare- 
ly eight months after the 
violent insurrection at the 
U.S. Capitol by supporters 
of then-President Donald 
Trump attempting to over- 
turn the results of the 2020 
election. It marked some of 
Bush's sharpest criticism of 
that attack and appeared 
to be an implicit criticism of 
Trump's brand of politics. 
Bush lamented that ‘so 
much of our politics has 
become a naked appeal 
to anger, fear and resent- 
ment.” 

He admitted he had no 
easy solutions. Instead, 
he channeled the hero- 
ism of the Flight 93 victims, 
and the determined spirit 
of a wounded nation to 


emerge from the tragedy 
stronger. 

"On America's day of trial 
and grief, | saw millions of 
people instinctively grab 
for a neighbor's hand and 
rally to the cause of one 
another," Bush said. "That Is 
the America | know." 

He added that in the af- 
termath of the attacks Is- 
lamophobia, nativism or 
selfishness could have risen 
to the fore, but the country 
rejected them, and said, 
“That is the nation | know." 
"This is not mere nostalgia, it 
is the truest version of our- 
selves," Bush said. "It is what 
we have been, and what 
we can be again." 

Bush's appeal for unity drew 
plaudits from President Joe 
Biden, who visited Shanks- 
ville not long after Bush 
spoke, having watched his 
soeech aboard Air Force 
One on the flight from 9/11 





Lil 


Former President George W. Bush, right center, bumps fists with 
Flight 93 National Memorial superintendent Stephen M. Clark, 
left, after participating in a Service of Remembrance at the 
Flight 93 National Memorial in Shanksville, Pa., Saturday, Sept. 
11, 2021, as the nation marks the 20th anniversary of the Sept. 


11, 2001 attacks. 


commemoration events in 
New York. 

‘| thought that President 
Bush made a really good 
soeech today,’ Biden said. 
“Genuinely.” 


Associated Press 


Biden too has prioritized na- 
tional unity, telling reporters 
Saturday, "That's the thing 
that's going to affect our 
well-being more than any- 
thing else." 


MONDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2021 U.S. NEWS 


1K 1 BYANA 





California voters: Less Republican and white than in 2003 


il 


SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) — 
It's a familiar refrain among 
California's recall watchers: 
2021 is not 2003. 

Yes, the state again is in 
the middle of a recall elec- 
tion that could remove the 
Democratic governor from 
office. But today's Califor- 
nia electorate looks far dif- 
ferent than it did 18 years 
ago: It's less Republican, 
more Latino and Asian, 
and younger — all trends 
that favor Gov. Gavin New- 
som, so long as he can get 
his voters to turn out. 
“Newsom has always had 
it by the numbers, and he 
knows that," said Mindy 
Romero, director of the 
Center for Inclusive De- 
mocracy at the University 
of Southern California and 
an expert in voters and the 
electorate. 

Early voting has been go- 
ing on for weeks and more 
than 7 million ballots have 
been cast so far. The final 
day to vote Is Tuesday. 
There are two questions on 
the ballot: Should Newsom 
be recalled and, if so, who 
should replace him? If a 
majority wants him gone, 
whoever gets the most sup- 
port among the 46 names 
on the replacement bal- 
lot will become governor. 
It would almost certainly 
be a Republican since no 
Democrat with political 
standing is running. Conser- 
vative talk radio host Larry 





In this Aug. 30, 2021 file photo, Francisco Torres casts his ballot at the Sacramento County Registrar 
of Voters office in Sacramento, Calif. 


Elder has been leading in 
polls. 

The recall began as an 
effort driven by amateur 
Republican political orga- 
nizers upset by Newsom's 
positions on immigration, 
crime and other issues. But 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
and frustrations over busi- 
ness and school closures, 
got it on the ballot. 

In 2003, Democrat Gray 
Davis became the first Calli- 
fornia governor to get re- 
called. He had just begun 
his second term and vot- 
ers were agitated over an 
energy crisis that had led 
to rolling power outages, 


looming tax and fee in- 
creases and a poor econ- 
omy. Republican Arnold 
Schwarzenegger jumped 
into the race and won 
handily. 

Back then, about 9 million 
of nearly 15 million regis- 
tered voters participated in 
the race. Roughly 4 million 
backed Davis, or 44%. On 
the question of who should 
replace him, Schwarzeneg- 
ger got about 4.2 million 
votes. 

At the time, about 35% of 
voters were registered Re- 
oublicans, 43% were Dem- 
ocrats and 16% weren't in 
a party. Today, California 


Associated Press 


has 22 milllon registered 
voters but the Republican 
Party claims just a quarter 
of the electorate because 
registration numbers have 
remained essentially _ flat, 
hovering above 5 million. 
Democrats, meanwhile, 
have added 3 million vot- 
ers, and 2.6 million more 
people are independents. 

Latino voters now make up 
more than a quarter of reg- 
istered voters compared to 
17.5% in 2003, according to 
data provided by Romero. 
Asian voters also increased 
their share, now at 10.4%. As 
those demographic groups 
have grown, the overall 


electorate is younger. 

‘It's not like it's Baby Boom- 
ers that are Latinos and 
Asian Americans moving 
from another state to Calli- 
fornia. These are people 
born and bred in this state 
and they are aging into 
the electorate," said Sonja 
Diaz, founding director of 
the Latino Policy & Politics 
Initiative at the University of 
California, Los Angeles. 

All of those trends should 
benefit Democrats, who 
have only = strengthened 
their hold on the state over 
the past two decades. Cal- 
ifornians haven't elected 
a Republican to elected 
office since 2006, when 
Schwarzenegger won a 
second term, and Demo- 
crats today hold superma- 
jorities in both houses of the 
state Legislature. 

Though former Republican 
President Donald Trump in- 
creased his support among 
Latinos between 2016 and 
2020, the Latino population 
still heavily favors Demo- 
crats in California, Diaz said. 
But Diaz said the party 
can't be taking Latino vot- 
ers for granted, particularly 
as their Power as a voting 
bloc expands. Latinos now 
make up 40% of Califor- 
nia's population of nearly 
40 million people, more 
than any other racial or 
ethnic group. Yet they are 
less likely to vote than other 
groups. L) 





Evangelical Lutheran church installs 1st transgender bishop 





Bishop Megan Rohrer speaks to the press before their installation 
ceremony at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco, Saturday, Sept. 
11, 2021. 

Associated Press 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
The Evangelical Lutheran 


Church in America installed 
its first openly transgender 


bishop in a service held in 
San Francisco's Grace Ca- 
thearal on Saturday. 

The Rev. Megan Rohrer will 
lead one of the church's 65 
synods, overseeing nearly 
200 congregations in North- 
ern California and northern 
Nevada. 

"My call is ... fo be Up to the 
same messy, loving things 
| was up to before," Rohrer 
told worshippers. "But most- 
ly, if you'll let me, and | think 
you will, my hope Is to love 
you and beyond that, to 
love what you love.” 

Rohrer was elected in May 
to serve a six-year term as 
bishop of the Sierra Pacific 
Synod after its current bish- 
Oop announced his retire- 


ment. 

"| step into this role because 
a diverse community of Lu- 
therans in Northern Califor- 
nia and Nevada prayerfully 
and thoughttully voted to 
do a historic thing," Rohrer 
said in a statement. "My in- 
stallation will celebrate all 
that is possible when we 
trust God to shepherd us 
forward." 

Rohrer, who uses the pro- 
noun "they," previously 
served as pastor of Grace 
Lutheran Church in San 
Francisco and a chaplain 
coordinator for the city's 
police department, and 
also heloed minister to the 
city's homeless and LGTBQ 
community. They studied 


religion at Augustana Uni- 
versity in their hometown 
of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
before moving to California 
TO pursue master and doc- 
toral degrees at the Pacific 
School of Religion in Berke- 
ley. 

Rohrer became one. of 
seven LGBIQ pastors ac- 
cepted by the’ progres- 
sive Evangelical Lutheran 
church in 2010 after it al- 
lowed ordination of pastors 
in same-sex relationships. 
Rohrer is married and has 
two children. 

The church is one of the 
largest Christian denomi- 
nations in the United States 
with about 3.3 million 
members.) 


T=DAY. 





By FRANCES D'EMILIO Asso- 
ciated Press 

ROME (AP) — A six-year-old 
boy who was the sole sur- 
vivor of a cable car crash 
this year in northern Italy 
is at the center of a bitter 
custody battle between 
his maternal grandparents 
in Israel and his paternal 
relatives in Italy, who claim 
the child was flown without 
their permission to Israel 
over the weekend. 
Fourteen people, including 
Eitan Biran's parents and 
younger sibling, died when 
the cable car slammed into 
Qa mountainside on May 23 
after the cable broke. After 
the boy was released from 
a Turin hospital following 
weeks of treatment for criti- 
cal injuries, Italian juvenile 
court officials ruled that the 
child could live with a pa- 
ternal aunt near Pavia, in 
northern Italy. But the aunt, 
Aya Biran, told reporters 
on Sunday that the previ- 
ous day, Eifan's maternal 
grandfather took the boy 
On an agreed-up day visit, 
then flew him without per- 
mission to Israel. 

She said the boy has been 
Undergoing both physical 
therapy and psychother- 
apy since his hospital re- 
lease and was due to have 
follow-up medical visits this 
week, including one in Tu- 
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Custody fight over child, 6, who survived ltaly cable crash 


In this May 26, 2021 file photo, the wreckage of a cable car after it collapsed near the summit of 
the Stresa-Mottarone line in the Piedmont region, northern ltaly. 


rin. 

"His bed is empty, his toys 
and clothes were left be- 
hind. His new desk, school 
backpack, notebooks, 
pencil case and books 
were ready" for his first day 
of class on Monday, she 
said. 

The aunt contended that 
when the maternal grand- 
father had come to pick 
him up for an arranged visit 
on Saturday morning, if was 
agreed that the boy would 
be back by dinner. But af- 


ter Eitan didn't return, the 
aunt filed a police report 
on Saturday night, Italian 
news report said. 

The maternal grandfather 
couldn't immediately be 
reached for comment. But 
a sister of Eitan's late moth- 
er denied that the boy was 
snatched away from Italy. 
"We did not abduct Eitan," 
Gali Peleg told radio station 
103 FM in Israel. "We will not 
Use that word. What hap- 
pened is that we brought 
Eitan home." 


Associated Press 


Gali Peleg wouldn't say ex- 
actly where the boy was, 
only that he had arrived on 
Saturday. "We are caring 
for his emotional state and 
health." 

In Italy, Aya Biran told re- 
porters the boy has Italian 
citizenshio and had been 
living with his parents since 
when he was a toddler in 
Italy before the accident. 
It wasn't immediately pos- 
sible to confirm if the child 
also had Israeli citizenship 
but he reportedly had an 


Israeli passport. 

The Italian foreign ministry 
wasn't immediately com- 
menting on the case. 

The aunt in Israel told the 
radio station that the boy 
"screamed from excite- 
ment when he saw us. He 
said, ‘I'm finally in Israel." 
The aunt added that “ev- 
erything we did was only 
for the good of the boy." 
Pavia prosecutors’ offices 
were closed on Sunday 
and investigators couldn't 
immediately be reached 
for comment on_ Italian 
news reports that they were 
considering opening an in- 
vestigation into the case. 

‘lL am certain and full of 
hope" that Israeli and Ital- 
ian authorities will work to- 
gether "to ensure his return 
home" to Italy, Aya Biran 
told reporters. 

The Corriere della Sera 
newspaper quoted d pa- 
ternal uncle, Or Nirko, as 
saying Saturday that the 
Pelegs had the boy's Israeli 
passport and had failed 
to give it to the paternal 
relatives despite an Italian 
court order that they do so 
by Aug. 30. Nirko was quot- 
ed as saying that the boy's 
maternal grandparents 
had contended that if he 
stayed in Italy, "Eitan would 
have grown up without ties 
to his (Israeli) identity." LJ 


U.K. ditches plans for vaccine passports at crowded venues 


LONDON (AP) — Authori- 
ties in Britain have de- 
cided not to require vac- 
cine passports for entry 
into nightclubs and other 
crowded events in Eng- 
land, Britain's health secre- 
tary said Sunday, reversing 
course amid opposition 
from some of the Conser- 
vative government's sup- 
porters in Parliament. 

Health Minister Sajid Javid 
said the government has 
shelved the idea of vac- 
cine passports for now but 
could reconsider the deci- 
sion if COVID-19 cases rise 
exponentially once again. 
"We've looked at it prop- 
erly and whilst we should 


vaccine passports,” Javid 
told the BBC. 

The U-turn came just days 
after both the govern- 
ment's vaccines minister 
and the culture secretary 
suggested that vaccine 
passports would still be 
necessary, despite grow- 
ING Opposition from law- 
makers. 

IN particular, members of 
the governing Conserva- 
tive Party have objected 
to such passports as an 
Unacceptable burden on 
businesses and an infringe- 
ment on residents’ human 
rights. The idea of requir- 
ing people to show proof 
of vaccination or a recent 


keep it in reserve as a po- 
tential option, I'm pleased 
to say that we will not be 
going ahead with plans for 


negative test for COVID-19 
has been uncomfortable 
for many in Britain, where 
people generally aren't re- 


quired to carry identifica- 
tion documents. 

Other European nations 
are using similar docu- 
ments showing peoples’ 
vaccination status as a 
way to re-open society 
— although the rules vary 
widely. Each of Germa- 
ny's 16 states has slightly 
different rules on what is 
required, but in general, 
people are required to 
show a negative test, vac- 
cine orrecovery certificate 
before being allowed to 
participate in indoor din- 
ing, drinking or dancing. 
Passes are required in 
France when frequenting 
bars, cafes, restaurants, 
museums and other plac- 
es where the public gath- 
ers and for long-distance 
travel on buses, trains and 





In this Wednesday, June 30, 2021 file photo, Britain's newly ap- 


—_l 


pointed Health Secretary Sajid Javid looks at photographers 
as he puts on a face mask to curb the spread of coronavirus 
as he gets into his ministerial vehicle after leaving 10 Downing 


Street in London. 


planes. In Italy, where dis- 
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indoors, attend a concert 


cos have not re-opened 
since the start of the pan- 
demic, so-called Green 
Passes are required to dine 


or for domestic travel by 
trains, buses, planes or fer- 
ries, although local trans- 
port is exempt.) 
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Syria city back to a kind of normalcy after cease-fire 


By ALBERT AJI 

DARAA, Syria (AP) — The 
badly damaged old sec- 
tion of the southern Syrian 
city of Daraa, which until 
recently was held by oppo- 
sition gunmen, appeared 
To slowly return to some 
sense of normalcy Sunday. 
The capture of Daraa al- 
Balad marked another vic- 
tory for President Bashar 
Assad, whose forces now 
control much of the coun- 
try 10 years after Syria's civil 
war began. 

A Russian-negotiated 
cease-fire deal went into 
effect last week to end a 
government siege and in- 
tense fighting in Daraa city 
with rebel fighters holed up 
in Daraa al-Balad. But the 
agreement was riddled by 
fighting and government 
bombing of rebel-held ar- 
eas, where civilians also 
lived. After the deal went 
into effect, scores of fight- 
ers were taken in buses 
to other rebel-held areas 
north of the country and 
hundreds of others handed 
over their weapons in re- 
turn for amnesty. 

Syria's Information Ministry 
took a group of journalists 
to Daraa four days after 
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Buildings damaged by Syrian government forces following clashes with rebel fighters are seen in 
the southern city of Daraa, Syria, Sunday, Sept 12, 2021. 


government troops’ en- 
tered Daraa al-Balad, a 
bastion of the Syrian armed 
opposition since 2013. The 
journalists were not taken to 
the historic Omari mosque, 
where the  anti-govern- 
ment opposition began a 
decade ago. 


Daraaq province, which 


straddles the borders with 
Jordan and Israel, became 
known as the cradle of the 
Uprising against Assad that 
erupted in March 2011 as 
part of the Arab Spring re- 
volts and eventually led to 
wor. 

At the entrance of the Da- 
raa al-Balad district, Syrian 
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troops took position on the 
first floor of a heavily dam- 
aged building overlooking 
a main street. Russian and 
Syrian flags flew over the 
building as Russian military 
police vehicles were seen 


driving by. 
On Sunday morning, bull- 
dozers removed = sand 
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dunes that had _ closed 
roads for months. Men 
drove by on motorcycles 
while some women were 
walking around the area to 
buy food products from the 
few shops that were open. 
One person walking 
through Daraa al-Balad 
was Ahmed Kiwan, 45, who 
came to the area to buy 
scrap metal from residents. 
“We are now able to work 
freely," said Kiwan, who Is 
from the nearby village of 
Tatas. 

The Russian-negotiated 
cease-fire was designed 
to end the violence that 
erupted this summer be- 
tween government forces 
and opposition _ fighters, 
and included a siege on 
the city that had _ threat- 
ened to undo years of rela- 
tive calm along the borders 
with Israel and Jordan. 

The opposition blamed the 
government for the esca- 
lation, saying that troops 
were pressing an offensive 
to force insurgents to sur- 
render. Under the deal, 
nearly 900 fighters surren- 
dered their weapons and 
will stay in Daraa al-Balad, 
according to Syrian opposi- 
tion activists.L]} 





serbs protest against lithium mining, other eco problems 





A man holds a banner that reads: 


By DARKO VOJINOVIC 
Associated Press 
BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) — 
Several thousand people 
protested in Serbia on Sat- 
urday demanding a ban on 
planned lithium mining in 
the Balkan country as well 


"Rio Tinto go away!" during 
protest against pollution and the exploitation of a lithium mine in 
western part of the country, in Belgrade, Serbia, Saturday, Sept. 
11, 2021. 
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as a resolution to scores of 
other environmental issues 
that made the region one 
of the most polluted in Eu- 
rope. 

The rally in downtown Bel- 
grade was organized by 
about 30 ecological groups 


who recently gained popu- 
larity in Serbia amid wide- 
spread disillusionment with 
mainstream politicians and 
amid major pollution prob- 
lems facing the region. 

The protesters held ban- 
ners demanding protec- 
tion of Serbia's rivers, na- 
ture and air which they say 
have been endangered by 
orofit-seeking government 
policies and decades of 
neglect. 

The protesters later blocked 
one of the main bridges in 
the capital for a while as 
they announced several 
other blockades in the rest 
of the country in the com- 
ing months. 

More than 100,000 peéo- 
ple have signed a peti- 
tion against international 
Rio Tinto mining company, 
which has sought to con- 
struct a lithium mine in the 
western parts of the coun- 
try that is rich in the mineral 
used in the production of 


electric car batteries. 

“Our demand is that the 
government of Serbia an- 
nul all obligations to Rio 
Tinto,” said Aleksandar Jo- 
vanovic, one of the orga- 
nizers. "We have gathered 
to say no to those who of- 
fer concentrated sulohuric 
acid instead of raspberries 
and honey." 

A number of experts have 
warned that nature in west- 
ern Serbia would suffer in 
the case of exploitation of 
lithium in the area that is 
rich in fertile land and ag- 
riculture. Serbia has also 
faced huge pollution prob- 
lems caused by coal-pow- 
ered plants run by Chinese 
companies. 

IN addition to mining, Serbia 
has faced mounting prob- 
lems that include poor gar- 
bage management and 
high air pollution caused by 
the use of poor-quality coal 
and other pollutants. Riv- 
ers have been polluted by 


toxic industrial waste and 
many cities, including Bel- 
grade, lack good sewage 
and waste water systems. 
"We were thirsty this sum- 
mer, we breathe toxic air 
and land is being sold out," 
organizers of the protest 
said in a statement. "Forests 
are being cut and mines 
are expanding.’ 

The Balkan nations must 
substantially improve their 
environmental protection 
policies if they want fo 
move forward in their bids 
to join the 27-nation EU. 
Impoverished and marred 
by corruption after years of 
wars in the 1990s, many Bal- 
kan countries have pushed 
environmental issues to the 
sidelines. 

Rio Tinto has committed 
$2.4 billion to the project in 
Serbia which would make 
it one of the world's largest 
producers of lithium amid 
increasing demand _ for 
electric cars.L]} 
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In conservative Somalia, 


By HASSAN BARISE 
Associated Press 
MOGADISHU, Somalia (AP) 
— The woman who broke 
barriers as the first female 
foreign minister and deputy 
prime minister in culturally 
conservative Somalia now 
aims for the country's topo 
office as the Horn of Africa 
nation moves toward a 
long-delayed presidential 
election. 

Parliament member Faw- 
zia Yusuf H. Adam is well 
aware of the challenges 
In winning votes in a na- 
tion where women often 
remain marginalized. In an 
interview with The Associ- 
ated Press, she described 
the struggle of leading a 
foreign ministry staff that 
was overwhelmingly male. 
‘They were very reluctant 
to collaborate with me just 
because | am a female," 
she said. 

Even as more educated 
women return to Somalia 
from the large diaspora 
to helo rebuild the coun- 
try after three decades of 
conflict, attitudes toward 
Adam's run for office are 
mostly skeptical, if sympa- 
thetic. Even friends and 
colleagues see her chanc- 
es as next to impossible be- 
cause of her gender. 

"She's good, but unfortu- 
nately she's a woman," 
said Abdiwahid Mohamed 
Adam, a doctor at Moga- 
dishu Memorial Hospital. 
Complicating her bid, he 
said, is the fact that Adam 
comes from the’ break- 
away region of Somaliland, 
a comparatively | stable 
area in the north that has 
sought international recog- 
nition as an independent 
country for years. 

But the sofft-sooken Adam, 
a widow and mother of 
three, said she believes 
her run for the presidency 
is worthwhile, not futile, on 
several levels, while the 
timing of the election has 
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been pushed back once 
again amid political ten- 
sions from mid-October to- 
ward the end of the year. 
"| want to break this barrier 
against women, so that in 
the near future many oth- 
ers will have the courage to 
run and even win," she said, 
adding that It's time to fight 
for the rights of women. 
Somalia's years of insecu- 
rity marked by devastating 
attacks by the al-Qaida- 
linked al-Shabab extrem- 
ist group also have driven 
Adam to run. ‘There was 
mayhem in this country for 
the past 30 years," she said. 
"Young people are dying 
like flies, killing each other, 
exploding themselves, kill- 
ing other people." 

Like others across Soma- 
lia, she has watched as 
the insecurity weakened 
the country's foundation. 
High unemployment, poor 
education and one of the 
world's least-equipped 
health systems are all a 
result. Corruption and po- 
litical squabbling haven't 
helped. 

‘| thought a woman may 
be what this country needs, 
the leadership of a woman, 
to bring peace and stabil- 
ity,” Adam said. 

Her presidential campaign 
has been relatively low-poro- 
file because of the insecu- 
rity and the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. Instead of holding 
large public rallies, Adam 
orefers smaller indoor gath- 
erings. ‘This could be less 
expensive but less effective 
as well," said Liban Abdulla- 
hi Farah, a political analyst 
in the capital, Mogadishu. 
Unlike many other can- 
didates and everyday 
people in Somalia, where 
face masks are hardly seen 
despite having one of the 
highest COVID-19 case fa- 
tality rates in Africa, Adam 
says she takes the pan- 
demic seriously and speaks 
bluntly about its dangers 
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a rare woman presidential candidate 





Somali Parliament member Fawzia Yusuf H. Adam, center, chats 
with campaign supporters at Lido beach in Mogadishu, Somalia 
Monday, July 19, 2021. 
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after seeing several friends 
die. 


"| keep giving advice on 
this pandemic,  particu- 


larly how badly it impacts 
women and the poorest of 
them," she said. "We don't 
have a good health system 
to deal with this phenom- 
enon. 

Women in Somalia have 
been especially hard hit by 
the virus, Adam said, both 
ohysically and economi- 
cally. 

‘| personally took my two 
vaccinations, many people 
did, but many poor people 
in the camps, the internally 
displaced people, the very 
poor, vulnerable people 
do not have that chance,’ 
she said. "LJ 
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Over 125,000 Fit2fly tests completed! 


PALM BEACH — MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 
Testing Centers just completed test number 
125,000 since starting testing services at the 
beginning of the year. With six locations at 
various resorts on the island and two walk-in 
locations are at the Cove Mall and near the 
Courtyard by Marriott Aruba Resort at the Mill, 
it is one of the largest test centers on island. 


MedCare’s fit2fly test centers offer your best 
option for the post vacation COVID-19 test 
which has been a requirement since January 
26th 2021 by the U.S. before returning home. 
All passengers going to the United States, in- 
cluding U.S. citizens, are required to have a 
negative (antigen or PCR) COVID-19 test re- 
sult of a test taken maximum three days prior 
to boarding the flight, or documentation of 
recovery from COVID-19. MedCare’s testing 
centers in and close to the hotels provide you 
with an easy and secure solution. 


MedCare Clinic, a high-quality medical clinic 
that is specialized in urgent care for tourists 
and that has been appointed as the national 
COVID-19 clinic for tourists, and Laboratorio 
di Servicio, a full-service modern medical 
laboratory with state-of-the-art equioment, 
have partnered up to provide fast and reli- 
able COVID-19 testing to all. Laboratorio di 
Servicio Is ISO-15189:2012 accredited by the 
Dutch Council for Accreditation (M317). 


NAAT Test 

As Aruba resumes to receive more and more 
visitors each month, one thing has become 
very clear: testing is critical. Thus far Med- 
Care Clinic has been offering high-volume 
laboratory testing with results in 24 hours or 
less. The newest service on the market Is 
NAAT test, where you receive your results in 
minutes not hours. 


Just steps away from you 

The Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Centers are lo- 
cated at the Cove Mall and near the Court- 
yard by Marriott Aruba Resort at the Mill. 
These two locations at a stone’s throw from 
your resort, condominium, or other vacation 
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accommodation. Walk-ins are welcome. It is 
recommended that the tests are done timely, 
as the negative fest is only accepted if taken 
Up to three days before boarding your flight. 
MedCare Fit2Fly Testing Center at the Cove 
Mall is opposite the Holiday Inn and is open 
every day for walk-ins from 8 AM through 6 
PM. MedCare’s other location is situated at 
The Courtyard Aruba Resort, is across the 
street from the RIU Hotel and is open every 
day from 8:00 AM until 2 PM. 


At your hotel 

For a selection of hotels/resorts in Aruba, 
MedCare has setup Testing Centers on site. 
The hotels/resorts at which we have a testing 
site are: Divi All Inclusive, Divi Dutch Village, 
Divi Golf, Divi Phoenix, Divi Tamarijn, Hilton 
Aruba Caribbean Resort, Hyatt Regency, Re- 
naissance, and the kitz-Carlton Resort. Please 
contact your front desk for more information 
on our Testing Centers at these properties. 


Costs and timing 

Passengers must be tested with a viral test 
that could be either an Antigen Test or a nu- 
cleic acid amplification test (NAAT), such as 
the reverse transcription polymerase chain 
reaction (PCR). The price for the Antigen Test 
is only $50, and the PCR Test is available, for 
$125, The new NAAT will be $150 (results in 
30 minutes.) MedCare offers the easier and 
substantially cheaper Antigen Test that is ac- 
ceptable for travel to the U.S. as per the CDC 
guidelines. Pre-travel testing is not covered 
by the Aruban visitor insurance. Please con- 
tact your insurance company to verify if test- 
ing costs are insured. Results are e-mailed to 
you within 24 hours of testing. 
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Private bookings 
For your convenience, Medcare also offers 
private testing at your accommodation/ho- 
tel room for a one-time service fee of $120. 
This fee covers testing up to 10 people (one 
appointment, at one location and a specific 
time). Additional persons will be charged $10 
per person. Regular testing fees applies.) 





For more information, please contact: 
Phone: +297 280 0630 

Email: info@medcare.aw 
https://medcare.aw/en/covid-19-testing 
Follow us on social media: 
MedCare Clinic | Facebook 








ORANJESTAD — On ey 11th, 2010, the Anube Birdlife 
Conservation was founded with the aim of protecting the 
biodiversity in general and birds in and around Aruba in 
particular. 


Among other things, the foundation also focusses on in- 
creasing the survival chances of species of wild birds by 
promoting their preservation and conservation. The foun- 
dation publishes the most beautiful pictures of local birds 
on their social media that show us the beauty of Aruba’s 
birds and nature in general. Aruba Today gives you alittle 
peek with the following pictures and descriptions from the 
foundations Facebook page. 


Incoming.... 

A part of a larger flock of ducks landing at one of the 16 
new nature areas of Aruba’s National Park. 

7 White-cheecked Pintails and 1 Blue-winged Teal. 

Can you find the Blue-winged Teal? 

Papiamento: Pato di ana y Pato moreke. 

Netherlands: Bahamapijlstaart en Blauwvleugeltaling. 
More than a dozen species of ducks visit Aruba. At least 
two of them breed in Aruba. 


Wing pattern. 

A Shoco demonstrating its wing pattern. 

The Aruba Burrowing Owl is an endemic subspecies. 

In 2012 it was declared a National Symbol of Aruba. 
There are an estimated 200 pairs remaining in Aruba’s na- 
ture. 

Netherlands: Arubaanse Holenuil.} 
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Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are 
back and we would like 
to portrait you! By invit- 
ing you to send us your 
favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy 
Island. 


Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me Is ....... send 
your picture with that text 
(including your name and 
where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your 
vacation memory. Isn't 
that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? 
Please do note: By submit- 
ting photos, text or any 
other materials, you give 
permission to The Aruba 
Today Newspaper, Carib- 
bean Speed Printers and 
any of its affilated com- 
panies to use said materi- 


als, as well as names, like- 
ness, etc. for promotional 
purooses without com- 
oensation. 

Last but not least: check 
out our website,  Insta- 
graam and Facebook 
page! Thank you for sup- 
porting our free newspa- 
per, we strive to make you 
a happy reader every day 
again. 

For today we received an 
amazing story froom Amy 
(aka "Aruba Amy") from 
Minneapolis, USA. 


She wrote: 


“Aruba to me is..... Mak- 
iNg soecial memories and 
celebrating birthdays and 
anniversaries with local 
friends and family at our 
"home away from home" 
at Amsterdam Manor. This 





is our 25th wedding anni- 
versary and our 25th year 
to Aruba (42 trios) and we 
love celebrating in Aruba! 
Many, many thanks to our 
extended Aruba family 
and friends.” ) 
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in Aruba 


Fishing 


ORANJESTAD — Fishing has 
been a family tradition for 
ages in Aruba. Our ances- 
tors used to fish for a living. 
Even though nowadays 
you don’t see them often 
we still have some passion- 
ate fishermen on the island 
that go out every day in 
search for fish to feed their 
families and serve our local 
market. One of these fisher- 
man is Gregory Wernet. 





























Fisherman Gregory Wernet 
Gregory Wernet is a well- 
known fisherman from San- 
ta Cruz. His father taught 
him fishing when he was 
a small child. Gregory has 
two sons, Jordan and Jor- 
danny, which he taught 
fishing too, when they were 
only 3 years old and he 
takes them fishing with him. 
Fishing has been a family 
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tradition for quite a long 
time and even his grand- 
son Willvion of 7 years old 
is following his grandfather 
steps. This is the sixth gen- 
eration of fishermen in their 
family. 


They go deep sed fishing. 
There they catch red snap- 
per, grouper and amber- 
jack. They usually fish for 
15 hours a day, but now 
due to the covid-19 mea- 
surements they go fishing 
from 5 in the morning until 
8 o'clock at night or even 
sometimes from 8 at night 
til 5 in the morning. The 
day before they prepare 
all their fishing tools such as 
the Lines, lures, soears, and 
load their boat with fishing 
reels, batteries, fill the gaso- 
line tank, lights and some 
food and beverages. For 
bait he uses sardines, squid 
and the small fish known 
in Aruba as piskechi. The 
have two boats they use 
for fishing. ‘Virgen del Val- 
le’ which is parked at the 
pier by the Seaport and 
‘Padrot’ which they have 
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at home. 


The fish they catch they 
take home to their families 
and they also sell it to their 
clients. Gregory Is proud to 
be a fisherman. It is a hon- 
est and humble job but 
with it he is able to feed 
his family even during hard 
times. It is a very dangerous 
job and you have to spend 
many hours on the sea, 
waiting patiently and risk- 
ing your life while fighting a 
big fish and big waves but 
the adrenaline it brings with 
it but also just sitting there 
listening to the sound of the 
waves and enjoying the 
marvelous view that nature 
has to offer is all worth it. J 
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Judge loosens Apple's grip on app store in Epic decision 


By MICHAEL LIEDTKE 

SAN RAMON, Calif. (AP) — 
A federal judge ordered 
Apple to dismantle a lucra- 
tive part of the competi- 
tive barricade guarding 
its closely run iPhone app 
store, but rejected allega- 
tions that the company has 
been running an illegal mo- 
nopoly that stifles competi- 
tion and innovation. 

The ruling issued Friday con- 
tinues to chip away at the 
so-called “walled garden” 
that Apple has built around 
its crown jewel, the iPhone, 
and its app store, without 
toppling it completely. 

The 185-page decision from 
U.S. District Judge Yvonne 
Gonzalez Rogers also pro- 
vided Apple with some vin- 
dication. The judge didn't 
brand Apple as a monop- 
olist or require it to allow 
competing stores to offer 
apps for iPhones, iPads and 
iPods. 

Those were two of the big- 
gest objectives sought by 
Epic Games, the maker of 
the popular Fortnite video 
game that filed what it 
would hoped would be a 
landmark antitrust case last 
year after brazenly defying 
an exclusive payment sys- 
tem that funnels 15% to 30% 
of all in-app digital transac- 
tions on iPhones to Apple. 
Such transactions can in- 
clude everything’ from 
Netflix or Spotify subscrip- 
tions to the sale of digital 
item such as songs, mov- 
ies or virtual tchotchkes for 
video games. Epic cast 
that highly lucrative fee 
as a price-gouging tactic 
that wouldn't be possible if 
competing stores were al- 
lowed to offer iPhone apps. 
While parts of her deci- 
sion raised questions about 
whether Apple's fees were 
driving up prices for con- 
sumers, Gonzalez Rogers 
left the fee structure intact 
and upheld the company's 
right to block other stores 
from offering apps for its 
iPhone. She sided with 
Apple on every other key 
point of the case. 

But the judge did conclude 
Apple has been engaging 
in unfair competition un- 
der California law, prompt- 
ing her to order the com- 
oany to allow developers 
throughout the U.S. fo insert 





In this Feb. 5, 2021 photo, an Apple store employee is shown in New York. 


links to other payment op- 
tions besides its own within 
iPhone apps. That change 
would make if easier for 
app developers to avoid 
paying Apple's commis- 
sions, potentially affecting 
billions of dollars in revenue 
annually. 

The prospect of Apple tak- 
ing a hit to its lofty profit 
margins rattled investors, 
causing the company's 
stock price to fall by more 
than 3% in Friday's trading. 
That downturn delivered 
an $80 billion blow to Ap- 
ple’s market value. 

Yet Apple did its best to 
frame the decision as a 
complete victory, even as 
it acknowledged it may 
appeal the portion of the 
ruling that will make it eas- 
ier for app developers side- 
steo Apple's commissions. 
"We are very pleased with 
the court's ruling and we 
consider this a huge win for 
Apple,’ said Kate Adams, 
the companys general 
counsel. "This decision vali- 
dates that Apple's ‘success 
is not illegal,’ as the judge 
said." 

Gonzalez Rogers also 
dealt Epic a blow by rul- 
ing that the game maker 
breached its contract with 
Apple when Fortnite add- 


ed a non-Apple payment 
system to its app. That de- 
fiance prompted Apple to 
oust Fortnite from its app 
store 13 months ago, trig- 
gering Epic's lawsuit. She 
ordered Epic to pay Apple 
nearly $3.7 million, or 30% 
of the revenue it collect- 
ed while violating Apple's 
commissions. 

Epic CEO Tim Sweeney 
denounced the ruling in a 
tweet, writing that it “isn't 
a win for developers or for 
Consumers.” 

He said Fortnite will return 
to Apple's app store once 
it can offer competitive 
in-app payments. "We will 
fight on," he added in a 
subsequent tweet. 

"It's a bit of a mixed bag," 
said Stanford University law 
professor Mark Lemley. ‘| 
think on balance, it's a win 
for Apple. They dodged 
the biggest threat to them." 
The ruling caps a trial that 
soent the entire month of 
May focused on Apple's 
app store, one of the pillars 
holding up its $2 trillion em- 
pire. 

Since that trial ended, Ap- 
ple has taken two. steps 
to loosen some of its app 
store rules — one to settle a 
lawsuit and another to ap- 
pease Japanese regulators 
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without altering its commis- 
sions. Those concessions 
make it easier for many 
apps to prod their users to 
pay for digital transactions 
In ways that avoid trigger- 
ing Apple's fees. 

As part of a deal with 
Japanese regulators an- 
nounced last week, Apple 
had agreed to allow what 
it dubs "“reader’ apps — 
those that sell subscriptions 
to digital music, video and 
oublications — to insert links 
steering users to other plac- 
es to sign up for accounts 
and, in theory, pay for ser- 
VICes. 

Now Gonzalez Rogers Is or- 
dering Apple to go even 
further by allowing links 
for non-Apple payment 
options directly within all 
apps, something Apple has 
steadfastly resisted. 
"Loosening the restrictions 
will increase competition,’ 
Gonzalez Rogers wrote. For 
instance, if would expose 
Apple to rival payment ser- 
vices Charging lower com- 
missions. 

Another Apple  antago- 
nist, Spotify, cheered the 
increased ease with which 
consumers could choose 
other payment options. 
The company, which has 
been among the most stri- 


dent critics of Apple's com- 
mission system, called for 
lawmakers and regulators 
to do even more to break 
down the walls protecting 
Apple's app store. 

A bill introduced in Con- 
gress earlier this year pro- 
poses to obliterate Apple's 
commission system and 
open up the market fo 
more competition. "Much 
more must be done," said 
sen. Amy Klobuchar, a 
Democrat from Minnesota 
pushing for app store re- 
forms. 

Chris Hoofnagle, a law 
orofessor in residence at 
the University of California, 
Berkeley, views the decli- 
sion as a major victory for 
app developers, although 
he is worried that the great- 
er freedom to post in-app 
links will weaken privacy 
and security, as Apple has 
warned. 

App developers are "going 
to have more opportuni- 
ties to use different forms of 
payment and to contact 
people in different ways," 
Hoofnagle said. ‘lf devel- 
opers choose bad pay- 
ment mechanisms and_ if 
they use this decision as an 
opportunity to kind of open 
the soam floodgates, you 
might regret this outcome." 
IN a research note, Cow- 
en Washington Research 
Group analyst Doug Creutz 
said the inclusion of in-app 
links fo other payment op- 
tions could increase the 
oressure on Apple to lower 
its Commissions. 

"Apple will obviously have 
to resoond to this to try to 
retain people in its pay- 
ment system, Creutz wrote. 
Although the figures were 
kept confidential during 
the trial, analysts have es- 
timated that Apple's app 
store division brings in $15 
billion to $18 billion annual- 
ly, helping to fuel the com- 
pany's rapidly growing ser- 
vices division. That division's 
revenue has swelled from 
$24 billion in 2016 to $54 bil- 
lion last year. 

Apple CEO Tim Cook had 
warned that losing control 
over iPhone apps would 
create "a toxic kind of 
mess’ during his testimony 
on the witness stand at the 
end of a four-week trial in 
Oakland, California.L) 
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TV's Cartoonito aim: to help tots be 
‘best humans' possible 





This image released by Warner Bros. Animation shows charac- 
ters Little Ellen, left, and Charlie in a scene from the animated 
series "Little Ellen," part of Cartoonito, a new preschool block 
launching on HBO Max and Cartoon Network. 


By LYNN ELBER 

AP Television Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — It's 
Qa good time fo be a pre- 
schooler with TV privileges. 
You can watch § classics 
including "Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood,” always 
worth your attention. And 
youre the target audience 
for shows that take a new 
approach to helping you 
grow Up while being enter- 
tained. 

Case in point: Cartoonito, 
Qa programming block of 
animated shows that de- 
buts Monday on Cartoon 
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Network and HBO Max. It 
was developed with what 
its producers call "human- 
centric learning" aft is core. 
‘It really is about lean- 
ing into our humanity and 
helping children be the 
best humans they can be,’ 
said Laura Brown, an edu- 
cational psychologist who 
worked with Warner Bros. 
on the framework designed 
for Cartoonito. 

Paying attention to the 
pint-sized crowd is also 
good business, said Tom As- 
cheim, Warner Bros. Global 
president for kids, young 


adults and classics. 

“Our mission is to become a 
full-service kids and family 
brand. To do that, we cant 
leave out the youngest 
viewers who make up half 
of the kids' audience," he 
said. Families with children 
also tend to be loyal and 
steady customers. 

For an enterprise whose 
name conjures up images 
of little cartoons, its goals 
are big indeed. They in- 
clude celebrating individu- 
ality and originality and fos- 
tering creativity, Compas- 
sion and inclusion. 

Among the new fare Is "Lit- 
tle Ellen," which follows the 
adventures of a 7-year-old, 
risk-taking Ellen DeGeneres 
in her native New Orleans. 
The stated goal, aka the 
vegetable part of the meal: 
Helo children learn to man- 
age their emotions and be 
resilient and optimistic. 
"Little Ellen" will be on Car- 
toonito on HBO Max, along 
with the season-two debut 
of "The Not-Too-Late Show 
with Elmo," projects with 
bestselling children's book 
author Mo Willems, and 
new and library seasons of 
"Sesame Street." 





A'Mad Max: Fury Road’ prequel \'Fu- 
riosa’ delayed to 2024 


By LINDSEY BAHR 

AP Film Writer 

The “Mad Max: Fury Road’ 
orequel “FUrOSa" isn't 
speeding into theaters any- 
time soon. The film's release 
date was pushed back a 
year — fo May 24, 2024, 
Warner Bros. said Friday. It 
had originally been set for 
June 2023. 

George Miller is  return- 
ing to write and direct the 
film, which is being touted 
as Australia's biggest pro- 
duction ever. ‘The Queen's 
Gambit" star Anya Taylor- 
Joy is set to play the fitle 
role, which Charlize Theron 
originated in "Fury Road." 
Chris Hemsworth and Ya- 
hya Abdul-Mateen Il also 
star. 

“Mad Max: Fury Road" had 
a famously turbulent pro- 
duction, but out of the fires 





In this Feb. 11, 2016, file photo, director George Miller arrives at 
the Santa Barbara International Film Festival 2016 Outstanding 
Directors Awards held at the Arlington Theatre, in Santa Barbara, 
Calif. 


came a critical hit that 
went on to score 10 Os- 
car nominations, including 
for best picture and best 
director, winning six. Yet 
it was still in the red after 


over $375 million in global 
grosses. 

The studio also said Friday 
that the new adaptation of 
“Salem's Lot’ will hit theaters 
on Sept. 9, 2022.\_) 
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map of global coral 


By CALEB JONES 
Associated Press 
HONOLULU (AP) — Re- 
searchers have completed 
a comprehensive online 
map of the world's coral 
reefs by using more than 2 
million satellite images from 
across the globe. 

The Allen Coral Atlas, 
named after late Microsoft 
co-founder Paul Allen, will 
act as a reference for reef 
conservation, marine plan- 
ning and coral science 
as researchers try to save 
these fragile ecosystems 
that are being lost to cli- 
mate change. 

The group announced 
completion of the atlas 
Wednesday and said it Is 
the first global, high-resolu- 
tion map of Its kind. It gives 
users the ability to see de- 
tailed information about 
local reefs, including dif- 
ferent types of submarine 
structure like sand, rocks, 
seagrass and, of course, 
coral. 

The maps, which include 
areas up to 50 feet (15 me- 
ters) deep, are being used 
to inform policy decisions 
about marine protected 
areas, spatial planning for 
infrastructure such as docks 
and seawalls and upcom- 
ing coral restoration proj- 
ects. 

"Our biggest contribution 
in this achievement is that 
we have a uniform map- 
ping of the entire coral reef 
biome," said Greg Asner, 
managing director of the 
Atlas and director of Arizo- 
na State University's Center 
for Global Discovery and 
Conservation. 

Asner said they relied on 
a network of hundreds of 
field contributors who gave 
them local — information 
about reefs so that they 
could program their satel- 
lites and software to focus 
on the right areas. 

"And that lets us bring the 
playing field up to a level 
where decisions can be 
made at a bigger scale be- 
cause so far decisions have 
been super localized," As- 
ner said. "If you don't know 
what you've got more uni- 
formly, how would the U.N. 
ever play a real roleg How 
would a government that 


has an archipelago with 
500 islands make a uniform 
decisione" 

The atlas also includes a 
coral bleaching monitor 
to check for corals that 
are stressed due to global 
warming and other factors. 
Asner said about three 
quarters of the world's reefs 
had not previously been 
mapped in this kind of in- 
depth way, and many not 
at all. 

The project began in 2017 
when Allen's company, 
Vulcan Inc., was working 
with Ruth Gates, a Hawaii 
researcher whose idea of 
creating " super coral " for 
reef restoration was funded 
by the philanthropic foun- 
dation. 

Gates and Vulcan brought 
in Asner because of his 
work with the Global Air- 
borne Observatory that 
had been mapping reefs in 
Hawaii at the time. 

Allen, who said he wanted 
to help save the world's 
coral reefs, liked the idea 
of using technology to vi- 
sualize data, so Gates con- 
nected the group with a 
satellite company called 
Planet, and Allen funded 
the project for about $9 
million. 

The University of 
Queensland in Australia 


used artificial intelligence 
technology and local refer- 
ence data to generate the 
layers on the atlas. Anyone 
can view the maps for free 
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Researchers complete first-ever detailed 
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In this December 2019 photo provided by the Allen Coral Atlas, 
Alexandra Ordonez Alvarez, from University of Queensland, col- 
lects georeferenced data on the Great Barrier Reef's Ashmore 


Bank in Australia. 


online. 

Both Allen and Gates 
passed away in 2018, leav- 
ing Asner and others to car- 
ry on their work. 

"Ruth would be so pleased, 
wouldn't shee" Asner said. 
"She would just be tickled 
that this is really happen- 
Ing." 

He said about a third of the 
calls he is getting are from 
researchers who hope to 
use the maps fo “be sure 
that their planning and 
their reef restoration work 
is going to have its max ef- 
ficacy." 

When Gates found out 
she was sick, she selected 
friend and colleague Helen 
Fox from the National Geo- 
graphic Society to help 
communicate with conser- 
vation groups about how 
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to use the Tool. 

‘It really was a global ef- 
fort," said Fox, who is now 
the conservation science 
director for Coral Reef Al- 
liance. "There were huge 
efforts in terms of outreach 
and helping people be 
aware of the tool and the 
potential scientific and 
conservation value."L) 
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aa HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 

San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
5927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 


Red Cross 


TAXI SERVICES 
i 587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
el. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Horschel wins at Wentworth, fueled by Ryder Cup snub 


VIRGINIA WATER, England 
(AP) — Billy Horschel felt 
aggrieved this week at the 
manner in which he missed 
out on a place in the USS. 
team for the Ryder Cup. 

So he took down a bunch 
of leading Europeans by 
himself. 

Horschel birdied Went- 
worth's storied 18th hole af- 
ter an approach shot that 
soun back to inside 2 feet, 
securing a closing 7-under 
65 and a one-shot victory 
at the BMW PGA Champi- 
onship on Sunday. 

He became only the sec- 
ond American to win what 
is traditionally regarded as 
the biggest event on the 
European Tour, after Arnold 
Palmer in 1975. 

Not a bad way to get over 
the disappointment of be- 
ing overlooked for a cap- 
tain's pick for the Ryder Cup 
team. And Horschel had a 
message for U.S. captain 
Steve Stricker. 

‘If sucks not making the 
team, Horschel said. "l 
didn't play consistent 
enough, and well enough, 
after | won the Match Play 
to warrant a pick or to get 
enough points to get an 
automatic selection. 

"| was a little gutted | didn't 
get a call this week. | didn't 
think the call was going to 
say | made the team but | 
was a little gutted | didn't 


a” 
yelocity Glob, |" 





Billy Horschel of the U.S lifts the trophy after victory during day four of the PGA Championship at 
Wentworth Golf Club, Surrey, England, Sunday, Sept. 12, 2021. 


get a call to say, ‘Hey, you 
know, you didn't make the 
team.’ In my mind, | thought 
| would at least get that, so 
there was a little more add- 
ed motivation after that." 
A number of European 
players who couldn't live 
with Horschel at Wentworth 
will be heading to Whistling 
Straits, however. 

Ona dramatic day of twists 
and turns in the final qualify- 
ing event, Lee Westwood, 
Bernd Wiesberger, Matt 
Fitzoatrick and Tyrrell Hat- 


ton were able to celebrate 
getting the final automatic 
qualifying places in the Eu- 
ropean team. Westwood 
made it for an 11th time, 
Wiesberger for the first. 

Shane Lowry shot 71 to be 
tied for 17th place and miss 
out on an automatic spot 
but was named as one of 
Padraig Harrington's cap- 
tain's picks later Sunday 
along with Sergio Garcia 
and lan Poulter. Justin Rose 
was overlooked despite 
shooting 65 on Sunday 
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to stake his claim to Har- 
rington. 

Horschel's birdie on No. 18 
took him above Kiradech 
Aphibarnrat (64) and Ja- 
mie Donaldson (66) to 
19-under 269, and left only 
one player with a chance 
of beating him. 

Laurie Canter, a_ 1/70th- 
ranked Englishman playing 
in the final group, needed 
an eagle on the par-s last 
hole to win or a birdie to 
force a playoff, but had to 
lay up after driving into the 
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rough. His third shot settled 
within about 15 feet and 
his birdie putt never had 
a chance, missing to the 
right. 

Canter signed for a 67, ty- 
ing him for second place. 

It was the first time Horschel 
won a regular event on 
the European Tour and it 
will go a long way toward 
clinching him the season- 
long Race to Dubai, with 
Horschel having already 
won the equivalent on the 
PGA Tour — the FedEx Cup 
— in 2014. 

Horschel is a big fan of Eng- 
lish Premier League soccer 
team West Ham — he has 
the club's colors on his bag 
—and he said he would be 
celebrating the win by go- 
ing for dinner with two of Its 
players, captain Mark No- 
ble and England midfielder 
Declan Rice. 

The race for the final spots 
on the European team for 
the Ryder Cup was predict- 
ably frantic considering so 
many points were on offer 
at Wentworth. 

Westwood's place was un- 
der threat the entire week 
but his round of 77 didn't 
stop the 48-year-old Eng- 
lisnman claiming the final 
spot on the world points list. 
He was helped by Lowry 
— a big qualifying rival — 
dropping away in the back 
nine.) 





Dodgers’ Max Scherzer notches 3,000th career strikeout 





Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Max Scherzer throws to an 
Atlanta Braves batter during the first inning of a baseball game 
Wednesday, Sept. 1, 2021, in Los Angeles. 


By BETH HARRIS 
AP Sports Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Max 
Scherzer of the Los Angeles 
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Dodgers has become the 
19th player in major league 
history with 3,000 strikeouts. 
The 37-year-old right-hand- 


er fanned Eric Hosmer of 
the San Diego Padres in 
the fifth inning Sunday at 
Dodger Stadium. 

The crowd gave the three- 
time Cy Young Award win- 
ner a standing ovation, and 
Scherzer doffed his cap. He 
threw the keepsake ball 
into the dugout. Hosmer 
went down on six pitches, 
retired on a swinging strike. 
The punchout also kept 
Scherzer perfect through 
five innings in a game that 
also included an immacu- 
late inning. He's thrown two 
no-hitters in his 14-year ca- 
reer but never a perfect 
game. 

Knowing Scherzer needed 
one more to reach the 
mark, fans got to their feet 
and cheered each time he 


had two strikes on a batter. 
Some held up cell phones 
to record the moment. 
Scherzer came into the 
game needing six strike- 
outs to reach 3,000. He got 
Trent Grisham in the first. He 
struck Out the side on nine 
pitches in the second, retir- 
ing Fernando Tatis Jr., Eric 
Hosmer and Tommy Pham, 
who all went down swing- 
INg. 

In the third, Scherzer struck 
out Wil Myers on five pitch- 
es. 

Scherzer is 13 strikeouts from 
catching Houston's Jus- 
tin Verlander for the most 
among active _ players. 
Verlander — a teammate 
of Scherzer's in Detroit — Is 
missing the entire 2021 sea- 
son following Tommy John 


SUIGery. 
Scherzer is 13-4, and his 
2.28 ERA leads the National 
League. He was acquired 
from the Washington Na- 
tionals in July and put 
himself in contention for a 
fourth Cy Young down the 
stretch for the Dodgers. 

He is on a nine-game win- 
ning streak and hasn't lost 
since May 30 against Mil- 
waukee. He is 9-0 in his last 
15 starts since June 4, going 
9-0 with a 2.23 ERA. Four of 
those wins have come with 
the Dodgers. 

Scherzer was drafted by 
Arizona in 2006 out of Mis- 
sourl. He has pitched for 
the Diamondbacks, Detroit 
and Washington, and is a 
combined 188-97 with a 
3.15 ERA in his career.} 
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Steelers stun Bills in season opener behind staunch defense 


ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. (AP) 
— Ben Roethlisberger and 
the Steelers’ new-look of- 
fense overcame a_ slow 
start, Ulysees Gilbert re- 
turned a blocked punt 9 
yards for a touchdown, 
and Pittsburgh rallied to a 
season-opening 23-16 win 
over the Buffalo Bills on Sun- 
day. 

Down 10-0, the Steelers 
scored on each of their 
first four possessions of the 
second half, with Roethlis- 
berger putting Pittsburgh 
ahead for good by lobbing 
a 5-yard touchdown pass 
to Diontae Johnson in the 
left corner of the end zone. 
The pass initially went off 
Johnson's _ fingertios, but 
the receiver secured the 
ball before tumbling out 
of bounds 3:41 into the 
fourth quarter. The Steelers 
extended their lead to 20- 
10 some 90 seconds later 
with Miles Killebrew burst- 
ing Up the middle to block 
Matt Haack's punt, with 
Gilbert scooping up the 
loose ball and running if in 
Untouched. 

IN opening his 18th — and 
perhaps final — season, 
Roethlisberger posted his 
36th career fourth-quarter 
comeback to fie Drew 
Brees for third on the NEEL list. 
He finished 18 of 32 for 188 
yards and a touchdown. 
Chris Boswell hit all three 
field-goal attempts, — in- 
cluding a game-sedling 
45-yarder with 2:42 remain- 
INg. 

CARDINALS 38, TITANS 13 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
Kyler Murray scored five 
touchdowns and lineback- 
er Chandler Jones had a 
career-high five sacks. 
Jones, who tied the fran- 
chise record, had three 
sacks in a_ first Quarter 
sO good LeBron James 
chimed in on social media 
for his Defensive Player of 
the Year candidacy. Jones, 
who wants a new contract, 
also forced two fumbles 
the Cardinals turned into 14 
points. 

Murray tormented the Ti- 
tans throwing for 289 yards 
with two TD passes apiece 
to All-Pro wide receiver De- 
Andre Hopkins and Chris- 
tian Kirk. Murray's best pass 
came came early in the 
third quarter off his back 


foot to Kirk on a beautiful 
floater Kirk simply ran under. 
Arizona scored the first 17 
points and moved the ball 
almost at will against Ten- 
nessee. 

SEAHAWKS 28, COLTS 16 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Rus- 
sell Wilson threw three of his 
four touchdowns in the first 
half as the defending NFC 
West champions won the 
12th of their past 13 games 
in the early Sunday times- 
lot. 

Indy lost its eighth straight 
opener, the past five with 
different starting quarter- 
DOCKS: 

Wilson was sensational in 
his first action with new of- 
fensive coordinator Shane 
Waldron, shredding a top- 
10 defense that entered 
the season with even high- 
er aspirations. But against 





Pittsburgh Steelers wide receiver Diontae Johnson (18) hauls in 
a touchdown pass from Ben Roethlisberger with Buffalo Bills cor- 
nerback Olaijah Griffin (37) defending during the second half of 
an NFL football game in Orchard Park, N.Y., Sunday, Sept. 12, 


2021. 


Seattle's revamped _ of- 
fense, Wilson made sure 
the Colts' defense never 
had a chance. 
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Despite taking no pre- 
season snaps, the eight- 
time Pro Bowler led the Se- 
ahawks to touchdowns on 


their first two drives, hooking 
up with Tyler Lockett on a 
twisting, over-the-shoulder 
catch for a 23-yard TD pass 
to make it 7-3 and finding 
Gerald Everett for a 9-yard 
score. Wilson capped the 
half with a 69-yard scoring 
throw to Lockett after he 
broke free behind two Colts 
safeties. Wilson finished the 
half with a perfect passer 
rating of 158.3 and wound 
Up 18 of 23 with 254 yards. 
His final rating of 152.3 was 
the second highest of his 


10-year career and _ his 
best mark in a September 
game. 


AYERS 41, LIONS 33 

DETROIT (AP) — Dre Green- 
law returned an intercep- 
tion for a touchdown to 
helo the 49ers score 17 
points over two-plus min- 
utes late in the first half.) 
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Indulge yourself with an Evening 
to Remember at Water's Edge 
Restaurant & Bar 


EAGLE BEACH — Located at 
Costa Linda Beach Resort be- 
tween its captivating swimming 
pool and the amazing world- 
famous Eagle Beach Aruba, you 
will find ‘Water's Edge Restau- 
rant; a cozy, relaxing & inspiring 
Aruban restaurant. Serving the 
most mouthwatering dishes of all 
over the world to please all your 
taste buds with its popular and 
demanding international selec- 
tion. 


If you’re looking for a phenom- 
enal dinner experience that has 
all the ingredients for a wonder- 
ful gastronomic night, then you 
should book at least one night 
of your stay at Water's Edge Res- 
taurant. Designed to pamper all 
your senses and cover all of your 
needs with an amazing § staff 
to attend to your every wish, 
whether in the fine dining room 
or under a palapa with your toes 
in the sand. 


Gastronomic journey 

Kick start the night with a great, 
refreshing and most delicious 
cocktail mixed with concoctions 
before the grand tour of an ex- 
traordinary culinary experience. 
Start your journey with an exqul- 
site appetizer such as the daily 
fresh made Water’s Edge cevi- 
che or maybe a world known 
jumbo shrimp cocktail followed 
by the Chef’s special of seafood 
such as the Spicy Caribbean 
Seafood pasta, Mahi Mahi or 
pan fried Red Snapper served 
with Aruban creole sauce or 
garlic lemon butter. For the 
carivores among us there are 
choices of 8 ounce seasoned 
Filet Mignon, 12 ounce Rib Eye 
steak or a French Rack of Lamb 
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seasoned and grilled to perfec- 
tion. With choices of extra sides 
of fresh asparagus, seasonal 
vegetables, mashed or baked 
potatoes, fries or rice and beans. 
Combine your personal choice 
with one of the most exclusive 
wines from the great selection 
of international wines to com- 
pliment your dish. Kids will enjoy 
every item of the specially com- 
piled kids menu. Vegetarians 
will enjoy the roasted vegetable 
pasta tossed in a light butter 
sauce and topped with freshly 
shaved parmesan cheese. As 
desserts the choices are wild. 
Homemade key lime pie, co- 
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conut flan served with caramel 
sauce and whipped cream or 
a NY cheese cake, chocolate 
brownie with chocolate sauce 
vanilla ice cream and whipped 
cream or a delicious oven fresh 
carrot cake served with orange 
sauce and candied pecans. 
Whether it is the best seafood, 
steaks, chicken, pasta, or your 
continental favorites the reason- 
ably priced menu offers a mod- 
ern twist and features generous 
portions and Chef's specials. 


Creating memories 

Planning a birthday or anniver- 
sary dinnere Water’s Edges Res- 
taurants gives you the perfect 
gift. Here, you will receive a nice 
bottle of champagne to take 
home with you to extend your 
experience even further wheth- 
er on the beach or your own pri- 
vate balcony. 


Live entertainment: 

Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best lo- 
cal artists for you to enjoy. On 
Monday & Saturday, Angela 
Flores, will delight you with her 
violin. Tuesday, Jean Paul, Sax- 
ophonist, will get you moving. 
On Wednesday’s and Sunday's 
singer Paula Ridderstap — will 
make you sing along to all her 
tunes. Thursday's and Friday's 





guitarist Ricky Thomas will make 
you find your groove. And also 
on Sunday's Tico Kock will make 
you dance away fo the sounds 
of his steel drum. Whether you’re 
IN a romantic mood or more in 
a swinging mood, there is abso- 
lutely a night especially for you. 
In addition, the best happy hour 
in Aruba happens right here. 
Water's Edge Restaurant of- 
fers three Happy Hours daily (12 
noon - 1pm, 4om-—-6pm, with 
complimentary hors d’oeuvres 
served by circulating staff, and 
again from 9 pm — 10 pm) with 
all premium brands specially 
priced. 


Whether it’s for breakfast, lunch 
or dinner, Water's Edge Restau- 
rant & Bar offers a relaxed and 
inspirational dining experience 
overlooking the beautiful Eagle 
Beach with spectacular sunset 
views. Gather with friends and 
family for drinks and appetizers 
or a night of pampering and re- 
laxation. 


Water's Edge Restaurant & Bar 
is located at Costa Linda Beach 
Resort. 

Open daily from 8am - 11om 

To reserve your table please call 
+297 583-8000 ext. 8150 

For more information about 


the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
www.watersedge-aruba.com L) 
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